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Roland R. Hegstad

OF IMPOSSIBLE
DREAMS AND
SQUARE BALLOONS

No. He was guilty of
the sin of conservatism.
(See Testimonies for the
Churchy Vol. 5, pp. 371,
372.)
Men and women who
stand on the threshold of
eternity, locked in fearful warfare
against the Lord of the Hollow Dark,
must be filled with vision, faith, and
audacity. They must dream dreams.
They must see visions.
The great audacious ventures to
which our age challenges us will seldom be the product of committees.
They will be the product of individuals willing to put their jobs and
lives on the line for a dream.
The Voice of Prophecy was the
vision of one man. A committee had
turned the project down.
Faith for Today was the vision of
one man. Committees came perilously close to killing the program.
It Is Written was the vision of one
man.
A General Conference president
who saw the potential of the Computer Age pushed the church into its

hat does the
future hold for
our church? According to one
report, in 15
years we can expect a
church of 55 million!
Keep in mind one phrase that
should be banned: The “foreseeable
future.” There is no foreseeable future
outside of prophetic verities, and even
these are, at times, misinterpreted.
I do not know what the future
holds, but I do know what it needs. It
needs men and women who believe
the impossible can be achieved. Men
and women of faith. Vision. Audacity. Perseverance. Dreamers.
John Kennedy once said: “Some
men see things as they are and say,
‘Why?’ I dream things that never
were and say‘Why not?’” Ellen White
once wrote to a conference president
that he was unworthy of the trust
placed in him. Why?
Had he run off with the treasurer’s wife? Or pilfered funds from
church offerings? Or coveted a fellow
theologian’s erudition?
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worldwide satellite ministry.
Committees on whatever level
have done noble work, work that has
advanced the cause of God. At other
times, they have been what the
lawyers call “a clear and present danger.” George Watts (an official of
Standard Oil Company), once said:
“Committees are fine for setting up
problems and then looking at them,
but not for resolving them.”
Tm sure it helps to pray.
Sad is the state of any organization that places a premium on conformed mediocrity. Leo Szilard, the
brilliant Hungarian physicist, once
said, “Democracy can go only so far.
I am all in favor of the democratic
principle that one person, even an
idiot, is as good as one genius, but I
draw the line when someone takes
the next step and concludes that two
idiots are better than one genius.”
“Wisdom and virtue cannot be
forced from a crowd as eggs from
chickens under electric lights. There
is no such thing as general intelligence. There is only individual intelligence communicating itself to
other individual intelligences.”
Our church needs leaders and
members who will dream dreams.
Men and women who will look to the
future with vision, faith, audacity, and
energy. Leaders who will devise audacious plans. Included among these
leaders must be youth. Youth are the
key to achieving the impossible. As we
age, we begin to see challenges that

cannot be achieved. Youth, in their
innocence and energy, have no such
word as “impossible” in their vocabulary. Ellen White was 17 when she had
her first vision. James White began
the magazine Present Truth at 28.
Uriah Smith was editor of the Advent
Review and Sabbath Herald at 23.
John Kellogg was superintendent of
the Battle Creek Health Reform Institute at 24. George Butler was president of the General Conference at 37.
We must have church members
who dream dreams. Who believe in
square balloons. Who believe the
impossible can be achieved. For we
have come again to the threshold of
eternity. We have come again to our
moment of truth. We have come to
the testing grounds of the universe.
What will the moment bring? A
lukewarm fizzle? Or the vision of the
Revelator: “And after these things I
saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the
earth was lightened with his glory”
(Rev. 18:1, KJV). This glory is to be, it
is said, the result largely of a powerpacked ministry. Your ministry!
Johns words depict the power
with which Project Eternity is to
end, as filled with the fullness of
Christ, we tap the resources of
omnipotence.
The vision is recorded.
The countdown to eternity proceeds.
On this, our moment, hangs eternity.
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